That day has come, many times. Men of science have come to work in our 
Aquarium, and to staff it. Through them, the Steinhart Aquarium of the California 
Academy of Sciences has contributed much to the science of aquatic biology, as 
through the windows of its tanks it has brought to more than 22,000,000 men, 
women, and children something of the variety and beauty of fishes from both fresh 
and salt waters. 

On Wednesday, September 29, 1948, the Aquarium held open house to celebrate 
its Silver Anniversary. u 
New Puoro Exuisir 


Marin Country—naturalists’ happy hunting ground—supplied the thirty nature 
subjects now displayed in the Mineral Hall corridor of North American Hall. The 
artist and naturalist behind the lens was Clif Rattenbury of San Anselmo. Looking 
at these beautiful enlargements, which will be on view for several weeks, one finds 
it hard to believe the photographer used a miniature camera exclusively. 


<> 


Ir Music oF THE SPHERES 


SOUNDS, nostalgically, to you in the clink of pinky against cat's eye, what celestial 
symphonies would strike your ear at the crystalline touch of rhodochrosite on lapis 
lazuli! 

Whether or not the Academy's Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals, William 
B. Pitts, began as a small boy with a pocketful of marbles, he has lately presented 
this institution with his valuable collection of sixty-four perfect spheres of nearly 
as many different semiprecious gem stones and other minerals. Ranging in diameter 
from more than three inches down to less than three quarters of an inch, these 
lovely objects were shaped from materials gathered in all parts of North America, 
as far as Labrador, and in such places as Japan, Chile, and Brazil. Exquisite ex- 
amples of the lapidarist’s craft, they have just been added to the display cases in 


the Mineral Hall. 
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HAWKS AT HOME IN “SAGUAROLAND” 


In order to focus on the stick nest of a family of red-tailed hawks living ina giant 


cactus, nature photographer Karl H. Maslowski needed altitude, too. 


(See page 2) 
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October Announcement 


THE REGULAR OCTOBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy Buildings in Golden 
Gate Park, on Wednesday evening, October 6, 1948, at 8 o'clock. Opening the fall 
series of lectures on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation, Mr. Karl H. Maslowski will 
give an illustrated lecture entitled 


SAGUAROLAND 


—an Arizona adventure in color film. In this desert story the giant saguaro and 
other varieties of cactus, with associated plants of the arboreal desert, are scenic 
props for such actors as the Alame-colored Bullock’s oriole; the sparrow-size elf owl; 
vermilion Alycatchers; the curious road runner with its even more curious home 
problems; the villain of the piece, a Gila monster, only venomous lizard in the 
United States; the ground squirrel who provides a deadpan comedy act with his 
four days’ struggle to solve a hardboiled egg; and a whole troupe of little characters 
who come out of the wings at night after the curtain, never to be seen by an ordi- 
nary desert visitor, but spotlighted for us here through a naturalist’s movie lens. 

This roving naturalist-photographer-lecturer, Karl H. Maslowski, takes us also 
to the cliff dwellings, scene of pre-Columbian civilization, showing us its artifacts 
at “Montezuma’s Castle.” And in glorious Oak Creek Canyon we will see one of 
Hollywood's favorite locations for “westerns.” 

Karl Maslowski is “an engaging personality, dramatic showman, ace photogra- 
pher, and a keen naturalist.” He was a photographer-naturalist with the Ohio Divi- 
sion of Conservation; lecturer in nature study at the University of Cincinnati; 
curator of birds in the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History; writer of illustrated 
natural science articles for numerous publications. In the Army Air Corps during 
World War II, he was assigned to combat photographic missions in North Africa, 
the Middle East, and Europe. Now, with the finest motion picture equipment, he 
is again filming North American animal life in color. 


The public is cordially invited to hear Mr. Maslowski. 


<— 


ScAIFE LECTURES FOR 1948—1949 


THE COMPLETE SCHEDULE of lectures on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation, under 
the auspices of the California Academy of Sciences in codperation with the Audu- 
bon Screen Tours of the National Audubon Society: 
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October 6, 1948—SacuaroLanp—Karl H. Maslowski. 

November 24, 1948—Tuis Curious Wortp In Nature—William Ferguson. 
January 26, 1949—W Loire Down East—Carl W. Buchheister. 

March 3, 1949—TRralLs FoR THE MiLtions—Allan D. Cruickshank. 

April 6, 1949 ALLURING ALASKA—George M. Link. 
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STEINHART AQUARIUM CELEBRATES SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


More THAN TWENTY-TWO MILLION people have shared, during the past twenty-five 
years, in the dream of one man. He was Ignatz Steinhart, San Franciscan, and he 
dreamed of a public aquarium for the cultural enrichment of his city. The 
22,000,000, entering the doors beneath the architectural inscription STEINHART 
AQUARIUM, have proved the worth of the idea which Ignatz Steinhart and his 
brother, Sigmund Steinhart, brought to fulfillment through the bequest of $250,000 
to the California Academy of Sciences, “to provide the citizens of San Francisco 
with an aquarium to be erected in Golden Gate Park of said City.” The Steinhart 
bequest put the management, superintendence, and operation of the aquarium “in 
charge and under the direction of said Academy of Sciences,” and provided that 
“the necessary funds for the maintenance and operation of said aquarium will be 
furnished by the City of San Francisco for the benefits of the inhabitants thereof 
or others, who may enjoy said aquarium or derive knowledge and information 
therefrom.” 

San Francisco responded, upon Mr. Steinhart’s death in 1917, with a charter 
amendment authorizing the supervisors to appropriate funds for the maintenance 
of an aquarium in accordance with the terms of his will; and the Academy accepted 
the bequest and the obligation of fulfilling Ignatz Steinhart's dream. 

Six years went into studying existing aquariums, planning, increasing the fund 
to more than $300,000 through the interest from investments, and finally, building 
and equipping the plant. On September 29, 1923, the Steinhart Aquarium was dedi- 
cated and opened to the public in ceremonies attended by some 30,000 people. 

Ignatz Steinhart’s idea was worthily carried out: the Aquarium is still today one 
of the two or three major institutions of its kind in America. That the Academy 
held to his plan of building for science as well as for public education and enjoy- 
ment was attested to, prophetically, by David Starr Jordan, speaking at the dedi- 
cation: 

“One feature of the Steinhart Aquarium we must not overleok, its value to 
scientific research. The people of this city, the children especially, will look with 
wonder and profit on the hundreds of varied forms of fishes; the men of science 
will make use of them for extending our knowledge of marine life... . The day 
will come when students of sea-life will cross oceans and continents to work in these 
hospitable halls.” 
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